The use of rpoB sequence analysis in the differentiation of Mycobacterium abscessus and Mycobacterium chelonae: a critical judgement in cystic fibrosis?
Individuals suffering from fibrocystic disease may acquire non-tuberculous mycobacteria as colonizing or infecting organisms. Mycobacterium abscessus is of particular concern because it may be very difficult to eradicate and may mitigate against lung transplantation. However, this species may be difficult to reliably differentiate from the closely related M. chelonae. We have developed a rapid, low-cost, short sequence-based technique to confirm species identity by analysis of a segment of the RNA Polymerase B (rpoB) gene.